STRATEGIC PLAN UPDATE

ENVIRONMENTAL
FISCAL YEARS 2007/08 & 2008/09

City Council Goal: Maintain a Leadership Role in the Region for Environmental Initiatives
Goal Statement:  Support a reduction in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and the attendant climate change initiatives; Evaluate existing policies and consider policy modifications to increase water conservation, water reuse, solid waste reduction, energy efficiency, and renewable energy.  Continue to work on the full range of environmental issues locally and in collaboration with our regional and state partners.
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
Strategy/Elements

I.      Develop policy options for City Council consideration to reduce greenhouse gases from municipal operations and community activities. In addition to reducing energy demand through conservation and best practices, this will include options to expand the City’s municipal and community renewable energy portfolio, ie; active and passive solar power, biodiesel, wind, methane production, co-generation, bio-mass, etc.   In addition, continue and expand the Santa Rosa Build It Green (SR BIG) Program, Fully implement the City’s Environmentally Preferred Purchasing  (EPP) Policy.  These elements and strategies will be woven into the City’s General Plan and any other relevant documents in an integrative and inclusive fashion.
II.       Refine, expand and implement the City’s water conservation and recycled water reuse                    programs for City operations and the community at large.  This includes municipal, residential, industrial, commercial and irrigation uses.

III. Develop a long-term agreement with CalPine for increased delivery of recycled water and explore possibilities of purchasing/trading recycled water for clean energy.  This effort is likely to led by the CMO.
IV.  Continue, refine and expand the community outreach for all environmental efforts which promote energy efficiency, reduce GHG, reduce waste and conservation of all natural resources.  This includes implementation and enhancement of the Creek Master Plan, continuation of City sponsorship and participation in the annual conference; “Climate Protection: Everybody Profits”, and maintenance of the City’s environmental web page:  www.srcity.org/environmentalprojects. 

V. Develop and refine internal communications and links between the City staff, the Citizen’s Advisory Board, (CAB), and the City Council that would strengthen and enhance the environmental agenda through collaboration and coordination. 
VI. Maintain and develop strong alliances with our regional, state and national partners in programs that will allow us to flourish in a sustainable way.        
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