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CITY OF SANTA ROSA 
BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY BOARD 

STAFF REPORT 
November 17, 2011 

 
 

 
SUBJECT 
 

Bicycle Friendly Community Designation 

ISSUE 

 
Staff will discuss a recent inquiry about 
designating Santa Rosa as a Bicycle Friendly 
Community 
 

STAFF PRESENTER 
 

Nancy Adams 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

The Board may advise staff to contact the 
Sonoma County Bicycle Coalition to ask if 
they would be willing to partner with the City in 
submitting an application requesting that 
Santa Rosa be designated as a Bicycle 
Friendly Community. 

 

BACKGROUND 
 
A recent article in the Press Democrat has sparked interest in pursuing a Bicycle Friendly 
Community designation for the City. 
 
The Bicycle Friendly Community is a designation provided to a city by the League of American 
Bicyclists, a national non-profit advocacy group.  The designation is based on a community 
completing an online application with 126 questions and covers what they identify as five main 
“E”s;  

 Engineering (bike lanes/paths, master-planning, bike parking, linkages, etc.), 

 Education (bike and car training, League Cycling Instructors, info distribution, etc.) 

 Encouragement (promotions like Bike to Work Week, community maps, wayfinding 
signage, commuter incentive programs, Safe Routes, cycling clubs, community 
participation etc.) 

 Enforcement (connections between cycling and law enforcement, e.g. bike patrols, 
share-the-road targeted enforcement, bicycle-related laws) 

 Evaluation & Planning (crash and fatality rates, having a bike master plan, bike 
boards/BPAB, steps for improvements, etc.) 

 
There are two application deadlines per year, one in February and the other in July. 
 
A city official responsible for bicycling issues usually completes the application.  Much of the 
application can be completed by anyone familiar with what a community has done for bicycling, 
but the communities governing body must approve its final submission. Often the most 
complete applications come from communities where city officials, public agencies and local 
cyclists work on it together. 
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ANALYSIS 
 

1. On the League of American Bicyclists website, there is a score card that helps 
communities assess whether they are ready to apply for the Bicycle Friendly 
Community Designation.  The score card contains several questions regarding the five 
Es.   Based on the answers provided, the assessment was that Santa Rosa is ready to 
apply for the designation (See attachment).   
 

2. The Board may advise staff to contact the Sonoma County Bicycle Coalition to ask if 
they would be willing to partner with the City in submitting an application for the Bicycle 
Friendly Community designation. 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Board may advise staff to contact the Sonoma County Bicycle Coalition to ask if they 
would be willing to partner with the City in submitting an application requesting that Santa 
Rosa be designated as a Bicycle Friendly Community. 
 
 
Attachments:   Score card  
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