
 

 

Event Support Application 
 
Details 
Answers are in blue 
 
Event Name 
 The First Annual Latin Jazz Music And Dance Festival 
 
Event Date(s) 
 February 15, 16 & 17, 2013 
 
Event Description 
 The First Annual Latin Jazz Music And Dance Festival is a three day event consisting of a 
talented cast of Latin Jazz & Salsa musicians, music & dance workshops, dancing, performances by 
world champion Salsa dancers and local dance companies, plus food & wine...a weekend that will 
inspire your senses! 
 
Is this a new or returning event? 
 This is a new event. 
 
Contact Name, Phone, Email & Mailing Address 
 Irene Silva, 707.484.6086, santarosasalsa@gmail.com, P.O. Box 6646, Santa Rosa, CA 95406 
 
Legally Responsible Organization 
Santa Rosa Salsa 
 
Total Event Cost 
 $19,516 
 
Amount Requested 
 $5,000 
 
How Will Funds from SRTBIA Be Used? 
 For marketing in the San Francisco/ Bay Area 
 Mailing postcards through direct marketing 
 Google Ad words 
 Facebook Ads 
 
General Event Information (Please answer all questions fully) 
 
How many room nights will the event generate? 
 145 rooms is the goal 
 
Who is the target audience for this event? What is the anticipated attendance? 
 The target audience is middle to high income population, Latin Jazz & Salsa Music, Salsa dance 
and wine aficionados. 
 
 
If this is an existing event, how many room nights has it produced in the past and what hotels 
were used? 
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 First event of its kind in Santa Rosa, CA. 
 
Have you approached or contracted with any hotels for the event for which you are requesting 
support? If so, what hotel(s) and how many room nights have you requested? 
 Have contracted with the Flamingo Conference Resort And Spa for 145 rooms 
 
If you receive event support from the SRTBIA, we ask that you exclusively use the Santa Rosa 
CVB services for securing room nights (there is no charge for this service).  
 Not sure if this is possible since I have an agreement with the Flamingo Conference Resort And 
Spa 
 
Will you be able to do so? If not, why?  
 I will if it is possible, would have to confirm with the Flamingo Conference Resort And Spa 
 
Describe the event’s capacity to incubate (Can the event grow over the years?).  
 Our minimum goal is 200 people for the first year, 600-800 over the next 5 years. 
 
What kind of room night growth do you anticipate over the years? 
 140-200 rooms 
 
How does this event support or re-affirm Santa Rosa’s brand? 
 Our festival offers a “cornucopia of activities,” and “epicurean delights,” all located at a beautiful 
hotel. Our festival incorporates what this area is famous for, the food and wine. Plus the organizers 
and volunteers are warm and friendly locals committed to, and have an affinity for Latin art and 
culture.  
 
Describe the community support for this event. Include financial and in-kind support. 
 Jessica Feliz, Atistic Director for the Healdsburg Jazz Festival is a supporter of the festival. She 
will be informing her Jazz community through her email blast about the Latin Jazz festival. 
  
 Debra Giusti, Creator of the Harmony Festival is a supporter of the festival. She will be informing 
her community through her email blast. 
  
 Marketing Sponsorship by the Flamingo Conference Resort And Spa 
 
How will this event be funded in the future? 
 Through advertising sponsorships, vendor sales, and tickets sales. 
 
 
Describe the marketing plan for the event. 
 Press release distributed to over 200 media outlets 
 Facebook group associations in San Francisco/Bay area Salsa/Music community 
 Yahoo Groups approximately 4000 members 
 Santa Rosa Salsa’s local following 
  Current email list of over 1000 emails 
  Current Santa Rosa Facebook Fan page of 731 
 Placing in Bay area and local on-line events calendar 
 Distributing flyers at weekly local dance events. 
 Distributing posters and flyers in Healdsburg, Sonoma, and Marin. 
 



 

 

What type of exposure will Santa Rosa get? 
 One of the media releases that I will use to entice the San Francisco/Bay area crowd to Santa 
Rosa is “The Flamingo Conference Resort & Spa was named a staff top ten pick”  in the Santa Rosa 
Top hotels from the Amgen Tour of California. 
 I will also promote the food and wine from our area to the San Francisco area thorough social 
media.  
 
 Also, there is a large community of dancers and Latin Jazz/Salsa enthusiast in the bay area, 
and most Latin Jazz and Salsa events happen there.  My goal is to expose Santa Rosa by enticing 
them here through what they love, but making it better than what they are used to by incorporating 
food and wine to the Latin Jazz Festival. 
 
Additional information or comments. 
This is the press release that was distributed to over 200 media outlets: 
 Sonoma County’s First Latin Jazz Music & Dance Festival February 15 - 17 
 

Discounted Festival Price Package at Flamingo Conference Resort & Spa Until Jan. 31. 
  
SANTA ROSA, Calif., January 10, 2013 – The Flamingo Conference Resort & Spa is offering a 
discounted package price until Jan. 31 for a weekend of Latin Jazz, Salsa music and dancing 
featuring a prestigious list of Bay Area performers at the first Latin Jazz Music & Dance Festival on 
Feb. 15 – 17. 
  
Santa Rosa Salsa founder Irene Silva is the producer of the event, which brings together talented 
Latin Jazz and Salsa musicians and dancers for three days of music, dancing, performances and 
food & wine. 
  
“The festivals mission is to educate, entertain and inspire interest and appreciation of Latin Jazz, 
Salsa music and dance in all ages,” Silva says. “The long term goal and fundraising aspect of the 
festival is to promote the extraordinary benefits of music education in young people, and to create a 
community outreach program that provides music education programs for youth. I can’t imagine what 
my life would be like if I hadn’t had music as part of my education. Playing the flute in the concert 
band from the 4th through12th grades shaped who I am.” 
  
Silva’s dream is to create a youth Latin Arts Program and eventually a Latin Arts Center in Sonoma 
County. Friday night’s gala dinner will be a fundraiser to raise the seed money for a nonprofit to make 
the dream a reality. All of the festival’s workshops and dances, excluding the events that have a wine 
component, have youth pricing and are open to children and teenagers with an interest in music and 
dance.   
  
The Feb. 15 gala dinner and dance kicks off the festival with the high-energy, classic Salsa, and 
original Latin Jazz of Louie Romero Y Su Grupo Mazacote, named one of the premier Salsa 
ensembles in Northern Calif. by Latin Beat magazine. The San Francisco timbales player and 
percussionist is known for his work with famed salsero Hector Lavoe of El Cantante, in addition to 
Salsa and Jazz stars from his native New York, including Willie Colón, Rubén Blades, Celia Cruz and 
Ron Carter.  
  
Saturday’s schedule includes a 1 – 3 p.m. performance by the talented musicians of The Latin Jazz 
Youth Ensemble of San Francisco, a performing group of ages 10 to 18 who have performed with the 



 

 

Grammy Award-winning Spanish Harlem Orchestra. In the late afternoon, Christian Tumalan And His 
Latin Jazz Quartet will entertain festival participants while they taste the wines of Sonoma County. 
Starting at 10 p.m., Pacific Mambo Orchestra and the Latin, Salsa big band sounds of the 1940’s 
through 1960’s will take the stage. Described by critics as one of the most exciting live acts in the Bay 
Area, trumpeter Steffen Kuehn and pianist Christian Tumalan, founders of the band, will lead an 
instrumental assembly that consists of trumpets, trombones, saxophones, piano, bass, timbales, 
congas, bongos and female lead vocalist Alexis Guillen. 
  
One of the most anticipated non-musical events of the festival is the Sunday afternoon food and wine 
pairing with award winning winery Ceja Vineyards. Ariel Ceja, a Salsa dancer and owner of Napa’s 
Bistro Sabor, will conduct the pairing of Ceja’s wines with a three-course luncheon. The festival ends 
on Sunday with dance performances and dance concert by Josh Jones Latin Jazz Ensembles 
“Tribute to Ray Barreto.” The internationally renowned drummer and percussionist has toured with a 
who’s who of Jazz greats. He has recorded albums with music royalty including Larry Coryell, Phil 
Ranelin, Peter Apfelbaum, Chico Freeman, Tupac Shakur, Zion-I, Taj Mahal and Afro Cuba de 
Matanzas. 
  
Performances by local dance companies, and dance and music workshops, will be held throughout all 
three days. The main workshop, conducted by Dr. John Calloway of the Latin Jazz Youth Ensemble, 
is a workshop on the components of Salsa music, from its roots in Afro-Cuban rhythms to the Jazz 
and pop influences found in contemporary Salsa music. Calloway will demonstrate various 
percussion instruments, coupled with the piano and bass grooves known as tumbao, 
while delving into the romántica, dura, South American and la Salsa Cubana. 
  
The Flamingo Conference Resort & Spa has been a venue for Santa Rosa Salsa’s dance classes for 
the past 12 years and is the official hotel for the festival. As a sponsor of the festival, the resort is 
offering a special discounted Latin Jazz Music & Dance Festival Package that includes three nights 
accommodations and a full festival ticket for $379 per person based on double occupancy. Individual 
reservations made before Jan. 31 are available from the resort at an additional festival discount of 
$20, on Deluxe, Superior and Executive King rooms, and $80 on suites. Reservations may be made 
at (800) 848-8300. Information on the resort is available at FlamingoResort.com. 
  
A full festival ticket is $149 for adults and $119 for youth. Daily passes are available ranging between 
$45 - $69 per day, and musical events, dance competitions, and music and dance workshops range 
from $10 - $45. Festival tickets may be purchased at SRLatinJazz.com. 
  
The Flamingo Conference Resort & Spa has been an independent family-owned business in Sonoma 
County for more than 30 years. Reservations for rooms and meeting and conference planning at the 
resort are available at (800) 848-8300 or 545-8530 and FlamingoResort.com. The Flamingo is 
located at 2777 4th Street in Santa Rosa.  
  
Silva’s first Salsa event was a fundraiser for the Kids Kingdom Orphanage in Ensenada, Mexico in 
2000 inspired by her The Santa Rosa Junior College advisor Dr. Ezbon Jen who annually organized a 
trip to the area for volunteers among the student nurses and dental hygienists. In 2001, the 
opportunity to promote a Sunday night Salsa class at the Flamingo Conference Resort & Spa led to 
the founding of Santa Rosa Salsa marking its twelfth anniversary on Jan. 20. From 2006 to 2008 
Santa Rosa Salsa produced an annual one-day Sonoma County Salsa Festival that went on hiatus 
due to the birth of Silva’s daughter and other professional interests that included Salsa Olé Dance 
Company with her husband Dr. Antonio Moran, O.D., expansion of her business to other dance 
venues, Bachata lessons, Latin dance boot camps, three adult Salsa and a Bachata dance 
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companies, children's dance company, and working on expanding kids and teens program. Silva and 
her sister Maria Silva are opening a Spanish Immersion and Latin Arts private day school, La Casita 
Day School, for Kindergarten and 1st grade students on Feb. 4. 

“Latin Arts education for people of all ages is a big part of who I am,” Silva says. “I am constantly 
looking for creative ways of expanding my vision.” 

# # # 
 
 
 
 
Applications will be reviewed and considered only at regularly scheduled SRTBIA board meetings. 
Please attach any other documentation that you fill will be beneficial to the SRTBIA in making its 
decision regarding funding for this event. All events receiving funding are required to meet state, local 
and federal requirements, including any insurance, licensing, permits, certificates, etc. 


