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Background
·1991 ɀState: AB 325 (Landscape Model 

Ordinance)

·1992 ɀSanta Rosa: Water Efficient Landscape 
Policy

·2006 ɀState: AB 1881 directed Department of 
Water Resources (DWR) to revise State Ordinance

·2007 ɀSanta Rosa: Single Family Landscape 
Standards

·2009 ɀState: DWR releases new State Ordinance



Process
·Early Start

·Goal was to create a regional landscape ordinance

·Stakeholder group: Cities, counties, planners, 
water conservation, landscape architect, landscape 
contractors, environmentalist, etc.

·Convened monthly meetings to develop ordinance

·Other agencies are now working with 
Councils/Boards/Commissions for adoption



Efficient vs. Non-Efficient 
·Majority low -water use 

plants

·Drip irrigation

·SMART irrigation 
controller

·Majority high -water use 
plants

·Overhead irrigation

·Standard controller
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Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance
Purpose:

·Prevent waste and unreasonable use

·Protect local water supply

·Whole system approach

·Climate appropriate, water quality, minimize inputs

Applicability:

·Effective January 1, 2010

·All new and rehabilitated landscapes (potable & recycled)

·Does not apply to historical landscape areas and ecological 
restoration projects that do not require a permanent 
irrigation system


