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FIRE DEPARTMENT 

INFORMATION BULLETIN 
 

SUBJECT:  B OCCUPANCY LOCKING DEVICE INTERPRETATION 
 

ulletin Number: 035 
ate of Issue:   February 1, 1996 

 
Code Reference: 
1994 Uniform Fire Code (UFC) Article 12                   
1994 Uniform Building Code (UFC) Chapters 10 
Santa Rosa City Code Chapters 18-16, 18-44 
Santa Rosa Fire Department Standard Operating Procedure 8.4.2 

 
NOTE: This bulletin is a summary of Fire Department interpretations of City and 

State Codes.  Information contained herein applies to typical instances and 
may not address all circumstances. 

 
The following information is provided as a formal interpretation of code requirements 
relating to exit locking devices.   
 
1. Locking devices on the main exterior exit door (buildings constructed after 1988) 

and all exterior doors (for buildings constructed prior to 1988) shall comply with 
UBC Section 1004.3 (operable from the inside without the use of a key or any special 
knowledge or effort). 

 
2. All doors will have one (1) locking/latching device only.  (See diagrams for 

acceptable devices). 
 
3. All doors require one operation to open and unlock. 

 
A. DEFINED:
Approved opening device: AA latch or other fastening device on a door shall be 
provided with a knob, handle, panic bar or other simple type of releasing device, the 
method of operation of which is obvious even in darkness.@ 
One operation: ADuring egress, a person turns, pushes or pulls down only one  
(1) device to unlock a door so that with a mere push he/she may exit to the discharge 
area (exit way). 

 
4. Diagrams 1-6 are examples of approved/acceptable devices. 
 
5. Diagrams 7-10 are examples of non-acceptable hardware.    
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