
2 REPORT SUMMARY 
 
 

2-1 
 
 

This summary presents an overview of the analysis contained in Chapter 4: 
Environmental Evaluation.  CEQA requires that this chapter summarize the 
following: 1) areas of controversy; 2) significant impacts; 3) unavoidable sig-
nificant impacts; 4) implementation of mitigation measures; and 5) alterna-
tives to the project. 
 
 
A. Project Under Review 
 
This Draft EIR provides an assessment of the potential environmental conse-
quences of implementing the Santa Rosa Downtown Station Area Specific 
Plan.  The City of Santa Rosa created the Specific Plan for the mixed use and 
re-development of a 647-acre area in and around the downtown area of Santa 
Rosa.   
 
The Specific Plan Area is generally located within Santa Rosa's downtown on 
the western side of the City and is roughly bounded by College Avenue to 
the north, Sebastopol Road to the south, Santa Rosa Avenue and E Street to 
the east, and North Dutton Avenue to the west.   
 
The Santa Rosa Downtown Station Area Specific Plan includes the adoption 
of proposed General Plan amendments to the City of Santa Rosa General 
Plan that would establish one or more new Downtown Mixed Use land use 
designations, as well as Specific Plan policies and design guidelines that would 
ensure consistency between the Specific Plan and the City of Santa Rosa Gen-
eral Plan.   
 
The Specific Plan intended to provide a comprehensive plan for development 
of the Specific Plan Area including land uses with their configurations and 
intensity, property development regulations and design guidelines.  Circula-
tion and infrastructure needs and improvements are also identified in the Spe-
cific Plan to support phases of development as needed.  The adopted Specific 
Plan, along with the proposed General Plan policies, would become the regu-
latory framework for the review of future development in the Specific Plan 
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Area.  The Specific Plan also provides a means for achieving overall design 
compatibility and consistency for the property.  Key components of the Spe-
cific Plan include the following: 
♦ Land Use Regulations 
♦ Development Guidelines and Streetscape Standards 
♦ Transportation and Parking 
♦ Public Services and Utilities 
♦ Implementation and Financing 

 
The Downtown Station Area Specific Plan is the result of a community based 
vision for the downtown area of the City of Santa Rosa.  Centered on the 
proposed Sonoma-Marin Area Rapid Transit (SMART) station site, the Spe-
cific Plan defines the framework for future development in the Plan Area to 
support its role as a healthy, vibrant regional center.  The Specific Plan Area 
is a lively city center with a mix of shopping and employment opportunities, 
with an attractive natural creek environment and historic residential 
neighborhoods close to the city center.  The Specific Plan vision includes bi-
cyclists, pedestrians, transit users and drivers sharing an attractive network of 
streets.  The Specific Plan includes a mix of housing, shopping and jobs in a 
compact area and includes features to preserve the history, character, and 
natural benefits of the existing environment while allowing for change.  This 
vision is consistent with the Santa Rosa 2020: General Plan as well as other 
comprehensive plans and codes governing change in the downtown area.   
 
The Specific Plan proposes seven distinct planning areas known as “Sub Ar-
eas”.  The land uses proposed for each of the Sub Areas are outlined fully in 
Chapter 3, Project Description.   
 
Additionally, the Specific Plan seeks to amend the current Santa Rosa General 
Plan.  The proposed General Plan Amendments are outlined in Chapter 3, 
Project Description.  
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B. Areas of Controversy 
 
The City held a public scoping meeting on August 9 and August 16, 2006 to 
present the Specific Plan and receive responses.  Public comment focused 
primarily on the following issues:   
♦ Increased traffic on the local roadways 
♦ Compatibility of development with existing community 
♦ Availability of adequate parking 
♦ Bicycle and pedestrian connectivity 

 
Scoping comments are intended to suggest issues that the EIR should address.  
This EIR assesses all relevant environmental impacts of the Specific Plan.   
 
 
C. Significant Impacts 
 
Under CEQA, a significant impact on the environment is defined as a sub-
stantial, or potentially substantial, adverse change in any of the physical con-
ditions within the area affected by the Specific Plan, including land, air, wa-
ter, minerals, flora, fauna, ambient noise and objects of historic and aesthetic 
significance. 
 
The proposed Specific Plan has the potential to generate environmental im-
pacts in a number of areas that could be significant:  
♦ Aesthetics 
♦ Air Quality 
♦ Biological Resources 
♦ Cultural Resources 
♦ Geology and Soils (includes Mineral Resources) 
♦ Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
♦ Hydrology and Water Quality 
♦ Noise 
♦ Traffic and Circulation 
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As shown in Table 2-1, most of the significant impacts in these areas would be 
reduced to a less than significant level if the mitigation measures recommended 
in this report were implemented or with the policies included in the Specific 
Plan.  Impacts that would remain significant and unavoidable regardless of 
Specific Plan policies are discussed below in Section E. 
 
 
D. Mitigation Measures 
 
This Draft EIR suggests mitigation measures that would reduce many of the 
impacts in the areas identified above to less than significant levels, as summa-
rized in Table 2-1.  Additionally, this Draft EIR includes Specific Plan Policies 
that are intended to serve as mitigation measures that would reduce specific 
impacts in some of the areas identified above to a less than significant level.  
Monitoring of recommended mitigation measures along with the Specific 
Plan policies, identified in this Draft EIR as mitigation, will form the basis of 
a project-specific mitigation monitoring program to be implemented in ac-
cordance with State law. 
 
 
E. Unavoidable Significant Impacts 
 
Section 15126.2(b) of the CEQA Guidelines requires that an EIR describe any 
significant impacts that cannot be avoided, even with the implementation of 
feasible mitigation measures.  As described in Chapter 4, most of the potential 
impacts from the proposed Specific Plan are either less than significant, or 
could be mitigated to less than significant levels by the implementation of 
mitigation measures.  Significant unavoidable impacts were identified in the 
areas of air quality and transportation and circulation.  
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F. Alternatives to the Project 
 
This Draft EIR analyzes alternatives to the proposed Specific Plan.  Three 
alternatives to the proposed Specific Plan are considered: 

♦ No Project Alternative.  Under this alternative, which is required under 
CEQA, the proposed Specific Plan would not be implemented and the 
area would be left in its current state.  

♦  Reduced Growth Alternative.  Under this alternative, the overall poten-
tial for additional development to occur within the Specific Plan Area 
would be reduced, thereby resulting in less development than the Specific 
Plan. 

♦  Reallocated Growth Alternative.  This alternative would result in the 
same amount of future development as the Specific Plan; however, it 
would be distributed differently within the Specific Plan Area. 

 
 
G. Summary Table 
 
Table 2-1 presents a summary of impacts and mitigation measures identified 
in this report.  It is organized to correspond with the environmental issues 
discussed in Chapter 4.   
 
The table is arranged in four columns: 1) environmental impacts; 2) signifi-
cance prior to mitigation; 3) mitigation measures; and 4) significance after 
mitigation.  A series of mitigation measures is noted where more than one 
mitigation may be required to achieve a less-than-significant impact.  For a 
complete description of potential impacts and suggested mitigation measures, 
please refer to the specific discussions in Chapter 4.  Additionally, this sum-
mary does not detail the timing of mitigation measures.  Timing will be fur-
ther detailed in the mitigation monitoring program. 
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