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Gateways Approved, Downtown Redevelopment OKõd 
Appellate Court Upholds Gateways Redevelopment Plan  

srcity.org/downtown  

State Seeks Money From City 
General Fund, Redevelopment Agency Impacted  

Supporters for a vibrant 

Santa Rosa will be happy to 

know that a lawsuit challeng-

ing formation of the Gate-

ways Redevelopment District 

is finally over. The Gateways District, which 

covers 1,100 acres from Apple Valley to Colgan 

Avenue and includes Railroad Square and parts 

of Downtown, had been on hold since June 

2006. The First District Appellate Court deci-

sion, which became final in August, agreed with 

the Superior Courtõs decision in favor of the 

City, and was not appealed further.  
  

The District will benefit from a variety of pro-

grams including development assistance, com-

mercial rehabilitation, toxic clean-up, historic 

preservation and graffiti abatement. These invest-

ments, in turn, improve property values and re-

sult in growing property tax revenues. The Dis-

trict also funds such public improvement projects 

as roads/streetscapes, transit/bike facilities, parks 

and utility lines. All the while, 20% of the budget 

must be set aside by law for the creation or 

preservation of affordable housing either inside 

or outside of the District. Taken together, these 

measures enhance quality of life for residents, 

improve the business climate, and result in a 

healthy and attractive community for all.  
 

The $5.6 million FY 09/10 budget, adopted in 

September, is comprised of three yearõs worth 

of tax receipts. For further information, contact 

Alice Miller, at amiller@srcity.org, 707-543-

4310, or watch future issues of this newsletter 

for Gateways updates. 

As most cities and counties had to reduce 

budgets due to the ongoing recession, they will 

also be faced with another challengeñimpacts 

resulting from the Stateõs budget deficit. Unfor-

tunately, the City of Santa Rosa will not be 

immune to these impacts, generally taking the 

form of local revenue takeaways. These take-

aways look to affect both the Cityõs General 

Fund and the Redevelopment Agency. 
 

The Cityõs General Fund will be impacted by a 

loss of property tax revenue amounting to 

$3.3 million. Fortunately, under a Constitu-

tional provision as a part of Proposition 1A, 

the State can only borrow those funds and 

must pay them back with interest in two years. 

The impact to the Cityõs Redevelopment 

Agency is greater. The State proposes to take 

away $3 million of revenue, based on tax in-

crement received two years ago.  

Hospitality Zone Assessment 
Review Findings Presented to Public  

Using a process that mined the expertise and 

resources within our own community, the 

recently completed Hospitality Zone Assess-

ment offers candid feedback and strategies to 

address issues facing the Downtown in the 

areas of hospitality, safety, development, and 

community organizations. Examples of recom-

mendations include addressing policies and 

practices around alternative nighttime trans-

portation needs, increasing trainings and of-

fering more effective security tools for front 

door and bar staff, and creating opportunities 

for more outdoor activities to enhance the 

sense of safety and vibrancy in the area.  
 

This is a multi-year effort for which Santa 

Rosa is already receiving recognition through 

the Responsible Hospitality Instituteõs Socia-

ble Cities program and is free for Downtown 

merchants to participate in. Early accomplish-

ments center around marketing and parking 

safety. Community tools and resources on 

this subject are available at rhiweb.org.  

State Seeks Money from City (Continued on page 3) 

The Tour Returns! 

Santa Rosa was recently selected to host the Stage Two Finish of the Amgen Tour of 

California on May 17, 2010! Find local Tour info at srcity.org/toc. 

For the Fifth Consecutive Year, the Tour of California Returns to Santa Rosa  

mailto:rdelarosa@srcity.org
http://srcity.org/downtown
mailto:amiller@srcity.org
http://www.rhiweb.org/
http://srcity.org/toc
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Progressive Parking Practices 
City Considers Several Changes to Parking  

La Chaise Rouge Beauty Salon 

Empower Energy Solutions Consultant 

Darcyõs Fine Jewelers Jeweler 

Selby Swain Cosmetologist 

Gold Buyers Pawn Broker 

Crazy 8 Clothing Sales 

Maxzim Trading & Marketing Shoe Store 

Our Addictions LLC Clothing Sales 

Katy Triacca Aesthetics Cosmetologist 

Smadar Yusem Segale MFT Counseling 

Metier Ltd Software 

Ageless Future Miscellaneous Retail 
 

For updated listings and contact information, visit 

srcity.org/businessdirectory. 

Welcome to Downtown! 
New Downtown Businesses  

Look for the three new benches in the òFamous Artistsó series by ArtStart on 4th Street, provided by the Downtown Program. 

David Hockney & Joan Brown  Alfred Hitchcock & Salvador Dali  Jean-Michel Basquiat & Andy Warhol  

òFamous Artistsó ArtStart Bench Series 

During the month of August, the City of Santa Rosa 

had the opportunity to hear a presentation from 

Dr. Donald Shoup, UCLA professor and author of 

The High Cost of Free Parking, regarding his research 

and experience with progressive parking practices. 

Dr. Shoup has recommended that the City con-

sider a number of changes to better manage its 

existing supply of parking spaces.  
 

Recommendations included: 

P Pricing parking to achieve an 85% occupancy level. 

P Adjusting meter hours to reflect the level of activity on the street. 

P Having a variable price structure that considers that parking is 

plentiful during certain hours of the day and heavily impacted dur-

ing others. 

P Managing turnover through pricing rather than artificial time limits. 
 

As a first step in understanding the Santa Rosa parking environment, 

volunteers working with City staff conducted occupancy counts of 

on- and off-street parking facilities in Courthouse Square and Rail-

road Square. The counts were done on Tuesday, September 29 and 

Friday, October 2, at set times between 8am and 8pm. 
 

After the data has been summarized, the City will be facilitating sev-

eral focus group meetings. The purpose of these meetings is to share 

Dr. Shoupõs recommendations, present parking occupancy data, and 

provide interested stakeholders the opportunity to understand, offer 

input and assist with developing parking policy recommendations for 

City Council consideration. The dates and locations for these meet-

ings will be publicized. If you would like to be notified by email when 

the meeting arrangements have been completed, please contact Park-

ing Division staff at 707-543-3325 or parkingpermits@srcity.org to 

provide your contact information. 

Park Smart! 
Holiday Reminders from Police & Parking  

Always lock your vehicle.  Roll up your win-
dows completely and keep valuables out of sight. 
Put all shopping bags in your trunk.  Do not 
keep them in the front or back seat where they 
are visible to thieves. 
Be aware of your surroundings.  Walk with 
confidence and purpose; look ahead and make 
eye contact. If possible, walk to your vehicle with 
a group of co-workers or friends. 
Always have your keys ready when approaching 
your car. Once in the car, close the door and lock it. 
Park in well -lit, well -traveled areas during 
evening hours. 
Report any suspicious activity to the police, 
security, or parking attendant. 
If youõre shopping Downtown, park in any of 
our five City garages . Theyõre secure, well-lit, 
and cheaper than street parking. 

 

Best wishes for a safe and joyous holiday season! 
From the City of Santa Rosa Parking Division and 
Santa Rosa Police Department 

Want Free Parking for the Holidays? 
Receive Parking Vouchers from Participating Merchants  

Learn more about the Park & Shop Voucher Program, and see the 

list of participating Downtown merchants, at tinyurl.com/Park-Shop 

http://srcity.org/businessdirectory
mailto:parkingpermits@srcity.org
http://tinyurl.com/park-shop
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A Note from New Chamber President 
Santa Rosa Chamber of Commerce Update  

As the new President of the Santa Rosa Chamber of Com-

merce, Iõm looking forward to getting to know Downtown 

and to working with the many businesses that are its heart. 

In my experience, a vibrant Downtown is a critical part of a 

healthy city. Itõs a place for people to go for entertainment, 

great food, or special shopping experiences. Itõs a place 

where important community events are held that bring peo-

ple together from all parts of the city. Itõs where important 

community organizations are headquartered. 
 

For all these reasons, nurturing and caring for Downtown is 

important. Thatõs especially true during difficult economic 

times when resources for doing so are limited. Over the 

coming months, as I become more familiar with Downtown, 

I hope to find ways that we at the Chamber can help with 

that nurturing. In the meantime, please feel free to contact 

me to talk about how the Chamber can be more involved 

with Downtown. santarosachamber.com ñ Jonathan Coe  

Things to Do Downtown 
Downtown & Arts District Events  

Now!: Phantom Gallery  

Offers contemporary art in a temporary space. 535 7th St. 

To join the gallery as a member, or to sponsor an exhibit, 

please visit santarosaartsdistrict.com or call 707-543-4512. 

Sun/Mon, Nov 1 & 2: Dia de los Muertos  

Community gathering to celebrate the traditional Day of 

the Dead with local schools, community groups, and fami-

lies participating in activities in Courthouse Square. 

Fri, Nov 6: Opening Reception for Art Heaven Exhibit  

Takes place 5-7pm at the Phantom Gallery, 535 7th St. 

Sun, Nov 8: Run to Stop Hunger  

10k, 5k run and 2-mile family walk start at Railroad 

Squareõs Depot Park and run along Prince Memorial 

greenway. Proceeds benefit Redwood Empire Food Bank 

and FISH. tinyurl.com/RuntoStopHunger 

Sat, Nov 21: WinterBlast  

Join the South A Arts Alliance for its 5th Annual Art Bash 

5-8pm. Alongside the art, youõll see unique acts from cir-

cus clowns to accordion playersñan eclectic evening of 

unprecedented fun. southaarts.blogspot.com. 

Sat/Sun, Nov 28 -Dec 20: Holiday Horse & Carriage Rides  

Free rides on weekends (plus Xmas Eve till 3pm), weather 

permitting. A holiday tradition sponsored by the Historic 

Railroad Square Association for 22 yrs. 

Sat, Dec 5: David Templetonõs Twisted Christmas Live #7 

Outrageous annual Lit-comedy-variety show, featuring 

seven off-the-wall holiday tales read aloud by some of the 

Bay Area's coolest, weirdest, funniest people. Tickets $20 

general, $25 at the door. 7:30pm at Glaser Center, 547 

Mendocino Ave. 

Sat/Sun, Dec 5 & 6: Luther Burbank Home & Gardens  

30th Annual Holiday Open House  

Enjoy a community tradition 10am-4pm with festive holiday 

decorations and good cheer, fresh baked cookies and tea 

served in the greenhouse, and a children's craft table. Gift 

shop will be filled with new unique items. $2 admission. 

Fri, Dec 11: Opening Reception for Astrid Bergõs Photography 

Takes place from 5-7pm at City Hall Council Chamber, 

100 Santa Rosa Ave. 

Sat, Dec 12: Memorial Hospice Tree Lighting Ceremony  

Music, candlelight, and remembrancesña celebration of 

life at 6pm in Depot Park. 

 

For more detailed information and updates, check out  

srcity.org/downtown and santarosaartsdistrict.com 

Construction of the Downtown Bicycle, Pedestrian, and 

Traffic Signal Improvement Project is now underway. The 

project involves the modification of lane markings and traffic 

signals on Healdsburg Ave., B St., 1st St., 3rd St., 10th St., 

and Santa Rosa Ave. New traffic signals will be constructed 

at the intersections of 10th St. and Mendocino Ave., and at 

B St. and 2nd St..  
 

Modifications will include enhancements for bicycles and 

pedestrians, and will accommodate circulation changes 

needed for special events in the downtown area as well as 

the proposed Courthouse Square Project. Construction is 

anticipated to take approximately six months to complete. If 

you have any questions regarding the project, contact Steve 

Dittmer at 707-543-3847. 

Downtown Gets a Facelift! 
Streets Get Safer for Drivers, Bicyclists & Pedestrians  

The takeaway is currently òfrozenó pending litigation, but if 

the State prevails in court, the Santa Rosa Redevelopment 

Agencyõs payment to the State will be due in May 2010. In 

general terms, losing redevelopment revenue to the State 

will impact economic growth locally. For example, every $1 

million of redevelopment investment creates 97 jobs. A loss 

of $3 million would have a total loss of 290 jobs. 
 

In the coming preparation for next yearõs budget, the City 

will need to address a number of challenges, including con-

tinued declines in sales tax revenue, and the State budget 

takeaways mentioned above. Furthermore, the Stateõs 

budget deficit for next year is projected to be approximately 

$7 billion to $10 billion, increasing the possibility for even 

more takeaways. 

State Seeks Money from City (Continued from page 1)  

http://www.santarosachamber.com
http://www.santarosaartsdistrict.com/
http://tinyurl.com/RuntoStopHunger
http://southaarts.blogspot.com/
http://srcity.org/downtown
httP://www.santarosaartsdistrict.com
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Connect With Us 
Get Downtown Updates Online  

Receive e-mail alerts when Downtown updates are posted by signing 

up at srcity.org/downtown. Also, become a fan at Facebook.com/

DowntownSR and follow us at Twitter.com/DowntownSR. 

Economic Development & Housing  
90 Santa Rosa Avenue  
Santa Rosa, CA 95404  

In continuing its efforts to promote 

buying locally, the City of Santa Rosaõs 

Economic Development Program is 

offering free advertising on its website 

to businesses in Santa Rosa by posting 

coupons on its srcity.org/buylocal 

page. Merchants may provide coupons for posting, or 

staff will offer design services, using a template, to 

merchants who may not have coupon programs in 

place.  
 

The goal of this program is to support Santa Rosa 

business through free promotion and increased 

search engine optimization, and to continue to build 

public awareness of the importance of shopping in 

Santa Rosa. The program also demonstrates Santa 

Rosaõs firm commitment to cultivating a business-

friendly environment; while the program is open to 

all Santa Rosa businesses, it offers additional support 

to businesses who may be struggling with limited out-

reach budgets, particularly in a difficult economy. For 

more info, or to participate, contact Nancy Manches-

ter, Economic Development Program Specialist, at 

nmanchester@srcity.org or 707-543-4339. 

Buy Local Coupon Program 
Santa Rosa Economic Stimulus Package  

The Santa Rosa Redevelopment Agency is looking for an expert de-

veloper for an exciting adaptive reuse opportunity Downtown. The 

former AT&T communications facility has long been vacant and stands 

prominently across Third Street from Courthouse Square. The 

Agency purchased the building in 2007 with the intent of making it an 

active and integral part of Downtown. Since the purchase, the Agency 

has cleaned the exterior, made fire safety improvements, prepared 

studies and reports in anticipation of the future public-private part-

nership, and discussed a possible partnership with the owner of the 

adjacent building that formerly housed the Charles Schwab office. The 

Request for Qualifications issued by the Agency sets a deadline to 

submit statements of qualifications by November 12, 2009.  

Seeking Expert Developer 
Redevelopment Agency Looks to Reuse Former AT&T Site  

Printing of this newsletter sponsored by  

http://srcity.org/downtown
http://www.facebook.com/DowntownSR
http://www.facebook.com/DowntownSR
http://twitter.com/downtownsr
http://www.srcity.org/buylocal
mailto:nmanchester@srcity.org

