-
’l

D OON srcity.org/downtown

Volume 09, Issue 4 City of
Fall / Winter 2009 ; 4 Santa Rosa

Inside This Issue

Gateways Plan
Approved

Gat eways Approved, Downt
State Seeks Money 1

From City Appellate Court Upholds Gateways Redevelopment Plan

_ - ) Supporters for a vibrant ments, in turn, improve property values and re-
HZA Review Findings 1 Santa Rosa will be happy tcsult in growing property tax revenues. The Dis-
\Q know that a lawsuit challeng-trict also funds such public improvement projects

S VO RENTS . N ing formation of the Gate- as roads/streetscapes, transit/bike facilities, parks
New Downtown 2 ways Redevelopment Districtand utility lines. All the while, 20% of the budget
Businesses is finally over. The Gateways District, whichmust be set aside by law for the creation or

covers 1,100 acres from Apple Valley to Colgapreservation of affordable housing either inside
Avenue and includes Railroad Square and padsoutside of the District. Taken together, these
of Downtown, had been on hold since Juneneasures enhance quality of life for residents,
2006. The First District Appellate Court deci-improve the business climate, and result in a
sion, which became final in August, agreed wittealthy and attractive community for all.

t .h e Superior Courtos Thdee$§.é millioR By ob/fo blﬁdae}l, %Jopteg |fn
City, and was not appealed further. . i
September, is comprised

The District will benefit from a variety of pro- of tax receipts. For further information, contact
t S Qrams including development assistance, codice Miller, at amiller@srcity.org 707543
mercial rehabilitation, toxic cleamp, historic 4310, or watch future issues of this newsletter
preservation and graffiti abatement. These invedtr Gateways updates.

Park Smart

State Seeks Money From Citiospitality Zone Assessment

General Fund, Redevelopment Agency Impacted Review Findings Presented to Public

As most cities and counties had to reduce Using a process that mined the expertise and
budgets due to the ongoing recession, they will resources within our own community, the
also be faced with another challerfigenpacts recently completed Hospitality Zone Assess-
resulting from the St ameatdffers bandidgdeedbackl and stratégies.to L
tunately, the City of Santa Rosa will not be address issues facing the Downtown in the
immune to these impacts, generally taking the areas of hospitality, safety, development, and
form of local revenue takeaways. These take- community organizations. Examples of recom-
aways ‘| ook to affect imendationst inclede @ddrtessifigs poliGiesnaad
Fund and the Redevelopment Agency. practices around alternative nighttime trans-
The Cityods Gener al Fu npgrtat{ﬁri] rlle?ds’ %ngreagnr% trainingsea d Qtf)'y

. fering more effectivé securlt9 fb31s St front
loss of property TSR OUNting (o door and bar staff, and creating opportunities
$3.3 million. Fortunately, under a Constitu- ’

. L & o for more outdoor activities to enhance the
tional provision as a part of Proposition 1A, sense of safety and vibrancy in the area

the State can only borrow thoese funds and '

must pay them back with interest in two years. This is a multyear effort for which Santa
The i mpact t o t he C i Rosa GssalreaByerebe@iving lecgnitiom thtough
Agency is greater. The State proposestotake t he Responsi bl e Hospit
away $3 million of revenue, based on tax in- ble Cities program and is free for Downtown

This quarterly newsletter
is a publication of the
Downtown Program of
the City of
Economic Development &

Housing Department crement received two years ago. merchants to participate in. Early accomplish-

State Seeks Money from City (Continued on page 3)Ments center around marketing and parking

Newsletter contact: safety. Community tools and resources on
Raissa de la Rosa The Tour ReturnS! this subject are available dtiweb.org.

(707) 5433059

rdelarosa@srcity.org For the Fifth Consecutive Year, the Tour of California Returns to Santa Rosa

= Santa Rosa was recently selected to host the Stage Two Finish of the Amgen Tour of
6/@ California on May 17, 2010! Find local Tour infcsgtity.org/toc
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Welcome to Downtown! Progressive Parking Practices
New Downtown Businesses City Considers Several Changes to Parking
La Chaise Rouge Beauty Salon During the month of August, the City of Santa Rosa
Empower Energy Solutions Consultant had the opportunity to hear a presentation from
Darcyds Fine Jadvelawel er s Dr. Donald Shoup, UCLA professor and author of
Selby Swain Cosmetologist The High Cost of Free Parkiegarding his research
Gold Buyers Pawn Broker and experience with progressive parking practices.
Crazy 8 Clothing Sales Dr. Shoup has recommended that the City con-
Maxzim Trading & Marketin§hoe Store sider a number of changes to better manage its
Our Addictions LLC Clothing Sales existing supply of parking spaces.
Katy Triacca Aesthetics ~ Cosmetologist Recommendations included:
Smadar Yusem Segale MFTounseling P Pricing parking to achieve an 85% occupancy level.
Metier Ltd Software P Adjusting meter hours to reflect the level of activity on the street.
Ageless Future Miscellaneous Retail P Having a variable price structure that considers that parking is
plentiful during certain hours of the day and heavily impacted dur-

For updated listings and contact information, visit

srcity.org/businessdirectory

ing others.
P Managing turnover through pricing rather than artificial time limits.

As a first step in understanding the Santa Rosa parking environment,
Park Smart! volunteers working with City staff conducted occupancy counts of
Holiday Reminders from Police & Parking on- and offstreet parking facilities in Courthouse Square and Rail-
road Square. The counts were done on Tuesday, September 29 and

* Always lock your vehicle. Roll up your win- Friday, October 2, at set times between 8am and 8pm.

dows completely and keep valuables out of sight.

¢ Put all shopping bags in your trunk. Do not After the data has been summarized, the City will be facilitating sev-
keep them in the front or back seat where they eral focus group meetings. The purpose of these meetings is to share
are visible to thieves. _ _ Dr. Shoupds recommendations, pre
* Be aware of your surroundings. Walk with provide interested stakeholders the opportunity to understand, offer

confidence and purpose; look ahead and make
eye contact. If possible, walk to your vehicle with
a group of ceworkers or friends.

¢ Always have your keys ready when approaching

input and assist with developing parking policy recommendations for
City Council consideration. The dates and locations for these meet-
ings will be publicized. If you would like to be notified by email when

your car. Once in the car, close the door and lock it. the meeting arrangements have been completed, please contact Park-
e Park in well -lit, well -traveled areas during ing Division staff at 70843-3325 or parkingpermits@srcity.orgo
evening hours. provide your contact information.

e Report any suspicious activity to the police,
security, or parking attendant. . .
eI f youdre shopkimay d@ownt antEree Parkingforthe Holidays?
our five City garages . Theydr e-litsecu B A ey A s S E AT o
and cheaper than street parking.

) A N0 IVIE

Learn more about the Park & Shop Voucher Program, and see

Best wishes for a safe and joyous holiday season! ; I :
From the City of Santa Rosa Parking Division and list of participating Downtown merchants, gyurl.com/ParkShop

Santa Rosa Police Department

(‘)Famou rtists() Art St ar- t

=

L B g e 55 f = e i s
David Hockney & Joan Brown Alfred Hitchcock & Salvador Dali JeantMichel Basquiat & Andy Warhol
Look for the three new benches in the OFamous Artistsoé ser
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A Note from New Chamber President

Santa Rosa Chamber of Commerce Update

As the new President of the Santa Rosa Chamber of Com-
mer c e, | dm |l ooking forward
and to working with the many businesses that are its heart.
In my experience, a vibrant Downtown is a critical part of a
healthy city. Itds a place
great food, or speci al
where important communlty events are held that bring peo-
ple together from al/l parts
community organizations are headquartered.

For all these reasons, nurturing and caring for Downtown is
i mportant. That 0s
times when resources for doing so are limited. Over the
coming months, as | become more familiar with Downtown,
| hope to find ways that we at the Chamber can help with
that nurturing. In the meantime, please feel free to contact
me to talk about how the Chamber can be more involved
with Downtown. santarosachamber.cofn Jonathan Coe

Downtown Gets a Facelift!

Streets Get Safer for Drivers, Bicyclists & Pedestrians

Construction of the Downtown Bicycle, Pedestrian, and
Traffic Signal Improvement Project is now underway. The
project involves the modification of lane markings and traffic
signals on Healdsburg Ave., B St., 1st St., 3rd St., 10th St.,
and Santa Rosa Ave. New traffic signals will be constructed
at the intersections of 10th St. and Mendocino Ave., and at
B St. and 2nd St..

Modifications will include enhancements for bicycles and
pedestrians, and will accommodate circulation changes
needed for special events in the downtown area as well as
the proposed Courthouse Square Project. Construction is
anticipated to take approximately six months to complete. If
you have any questions regarding the project, contact Steve
Dittmer at 707-543-3847.

State Seeks Money from City (Continued from page 1)

The takeaway is currently of
the State prevails in court, the Santa Rosa Redevelopment
Agencyds payment to the Stat
general terms, losing redevelopment revenue to the State
will impact economic growth locally. For example, every $1
million of redevelopment investment creates 97 jobs. A loss
of $3 million would have a total loss of 290 jobs.

I n the coming preparation
will need to address a number of challenges, including con-
tinued declines in sales tax revenue, and the State budget
takeaways menti oned above.
budget deficit for next year is projected to be approximately
$7 billion to $10 billion, increasing the possibility for even
more takeaways.
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Things to Do Downtown

Downtown & Arts District Events

know Downt own
Offers contemporary art in a temporary space. 535 7th St.

To join the gallery as a member, or to sponsor an exhibit,

f o Pleasg wsisantagsaartgdistdchcomr ¢all 70754303342 t a i n
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lies participating in activities in Courthouse Square.

Hi, Noy ?1 Opgning Ffe?P%'m friAgt HeavenExhipit o ¢ 5 o
Takes place &pm at the Phantom Gallery, 535 7th St.

Sun, Nov 8: Run to Stop Hunger

10k, 5k run and 2Znile family walk start at Railroad
Squareds Depot Par k and run
greenway. Proceeds benefit Redwood Empire Food Bank
and FISHtinyurl.com/RuntoStopHunger

Sat, Nov 21: WinterBlast
Join the South A Arts Alliance for its 5th Annual Art Bash
Y O U
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Sift

For more detailed information and updates, check ou
srcity.org/downtownandsantarosaartsdistrict.com
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Three distinct shopping districts

i One great Downtown
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Buy Local Coupon Program Connect With Us
Santa Rosa Economic Stimulus Package Downtown Updates Online
In continuing its efforts to promote Receive email alerts when Downtown updates are posted by sign

buying locally, thelCAete @D RIS aN RO SE0 S 26l ole) Hololi)
SoellolylpEVEle LIS RN CI  DowntownSRand follow us afwitter.com/DowntownSR
offering free advertising on its website

to businesses in Santa Rosa by posting

coupons on its srcity.org/buylocal Seeking EXpert Devek)per

page. Merchants may provide coupons for posting, or )

staff will offer design services, using a template, to Redevelopment Agency Looks to Reuse Former AT&T Site
merchants who may not have coupon programs in The Santa Rosa Redevelopment Agency is looking for an expert de-
place. veloper for an exciting adaptive reuse opportunity Downtown. The
former AT&T communications facility has long been vacant and stands
prominently across Third Street from Courthouse Square. The
Agency purchased the building in 2007 with the intent of making it an
active and integral part of Downtown. Since the purchase, the Agency
has cleaned the exterior, made fire safety improvements, prepared
gtudi%suapd rept\)/rtg1 '&n anrt]icgjation of thﬁ féjtlur% pu?itis.vate part-
nership, ané disCuSsed a p ssibfe partnership With

The goal of this program is to support Santa Rosa
business through free promotion and increased
search engine optimization, and to continue to build
public awareness of the importance of shopping in
Santa Rosa. The program also demonstrates Santa
Rosads firm commitment t
friendly environment; while the program is open to
all Santa Rosa businesses, it offers additional support
to businesses who may be struggling with limited out-
reach budgets, particularly in a difficult economy. For
more info, or to participate, contact Nancy Manches- Printing of this newsletter sponsored by
ter, Economic Development Program Specialist, at

nmanchester@srcity.orgr 707-543-4339.

he owner of the
adjacent building that formerly housed the Charles Schwab office. The
Request for Qualifications issued by the Agency sets a deadline to
submit statements of qualifications by November 12, 2009.
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