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By Charles Burress
Chronicle Staf)f Writer

f ardent bicyclists have their way, Berkeley will
build what could rank as the Golden Gate Bridge
of pedestrian overpasses. "
he dream is not just a highly visible, carfree
bridge over the Bay Area’s most congested river of
trafffic, Interstate 80, but a structure of simple and
striking elegance that will win the admiration of gen-
erations to come.

e city has already decided to build a new
keley Bike/Pedestrian Bridge” and secured
early all the funding. The question is what kind of

Berkeleyans have long nursed the hope of finding
a why for bicyclists, people in wheelchairs and pedes-
trians to go safely across the daunting Eastshore Free-
, which divides the main part of the city from its

lios, a bicyclist and president of Friends of Aquatic
Park. The path requires climbing a set of narrow,
switchback stairs, walking along a narrow sidewalk
on the University Avenue auto overpass and dashing
acrposs the busy freeway off-ramp and frontage road,
where cars often speed.

“The real challenge is not to get to the marina but
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